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where damage occurred to buildings, that it hades to
the south-west If this be the case, the fault must
change in hade between the two foci,

How long a time had elapsed since the last sign of
growth in the earthquake-fault took place, it is im-
possible to say; but it must be many years in length.
During this interval, the stresses tending to produce
movement along the fault-service had been gradually
increasing, until they were sufficient to overcome the
resistance opposed to them. It is worthy of notice
that the earliest perceptible movements were slight
Their function seems to have been to prepare the way
for the great slips by equalising the difference between
stress and resistance over a large area of the fault-
surface. We cannot trace with accuracy the trans-
ference of the seat of movement from one part of the
fault-surface to another. The first slip seems to have
taken place chiefly in the region between the two foci
of the principal earthquake; possibly it overlapped
both of them partly. The next three slips were
apparently in the neighbourhood of the Ross focus,
and were followed by a fifth in the same area as the
first Then came a series of small movements that
we cannot locate further than by saying that they
were more closely connected with the Ross focus than
the other.

In consequence of the preliminary slips within and
near the Ross focus, the effective stress in that portion
of the fault was diminished; and this may be the
reason why the first great slip took place at the
Hereford focus. The immediate result of such a
movement would naturally be an increase of stress in
and beyond the terminal regions, and the next slip
might have been expected in an area partly over-